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Overview

Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS)
General information

Forest Management in the context of MEAs
Example 1: Biodiversity Convention
Example 2: Paris Agreement on Climate Change






Multilateral Environmental Agreements

e Character
* Structure
* Principles
* |nstitutions
 Compliance




MEASs: Character

Contract between States

= Legally binding

1. Assign Focal Point
2. Implementation
3. Regular reporting
4. Access to support




MEASs: Structure

Preamble
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Annexes

Obijectives
Principles

Definitions

Commitments

Institutions

Support mechanisms

Communication

Review
Dispute settlement

Treaty mechanisms



MEASs: Principles

Polluter pays

Sovereignty over principle

natural resources

Precautionary
principle

Prior notification Common but
of transboundary differentiated
effects responsibilities




MEAs: Compliance

Incentive: Transparency

- Regular reporting

Facilitation: Compliance Mechanism

- Compliance Committee

Conflicts: Dispute Settlement
- Mechanism with Negotiation, Conciliation and/or Arbitration




MEAs: Institutional setup
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Forest management: Relevant MEAs
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Forest management: History

UNFCCC Paris
CITES CBD UNCCD Agreement
1973 1992 1994 2015
I I I I I I I S
I I I I I I I
1991 2004 2008
Law on Forest Law on Forest Law on

Protection and
Development

Protection and Biodiversity

Development
(revised)

= plus various Strategies, Action Plans, Decrees and Circulars



Functions of forests

Biodiversity Convention

Forests are habitats for a
variety of plants and animals
—>conservation

Forests provide goods used
by industries and households
—>sustainable use

Paris Agreement

Forests remove GHG
from atmosphere
- mitigation

Forest reduce vulnerability to
effects of climate change
- adaptation







Biodiversity Convention: Overview

Umbrella MEA for Biodiversity
— adopted at Rio Conference in 1992

| CBD (1992)

AT

\ Cartagena Protocol (2000) \ \ Nagoya Protocol (2010)

Holistic approach:
—> Sustainable development
- Not sectoral




Biodiversity Convention: Objectives

Conservation of
biological diversity

Sustainable use
of its components

Fair and equitable
sharing of benefits

Forests are

habitats for
a plants
and animals

Forests
provide
goods




Biodiversity Convention: Components

Conservation and sustainable use

Communication to Secretariat

Develop biodiversity strategies and
integrate them in sectors

Identify important components of
biodiversity and monitor them

Facilitate in-situ and ex-situ
conservation

Adopt measures for use of
biodiversity components

Submission of Nation Biodiversity
Strategies & Action Plans (NBSAPs)

Reporting of implementation
measures and their effectiveness




Biodiversity Convention: Conservation

Example: In-situ conservation Aichi Target
No. 10

— Obligation to establish a system of protected areas

Problems:
* Protected areas are small, isolated and separated
* lllegal logging

* Degradation due to land conversion and
protection quality




Biodiversity Convention: Conservation

Number and Area of Protected Areas (2010, 5" NR 2014)

Types of Special Use Forests Number | Area (ha)
Natural Park 30 1.077.236
Nature Reserve 58 1.060.959
Species Protected Areas 11 38.777
Landscape Protected Areas 45 78.129
Forests for empirical research 20 10.653
Total 164 2.198.744




Biodiversity Convention: NBSAPs

Nation Biodiversity Strategies & Action Plans

Development

Implementation

Integration
Submission

Aichi Target
No. 17

1995
2007
2013

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
National Biodiversity Action Plan to 2010 (2020)
National Biodiversity Strategy to 2020 (2030)

- Focus on system expansion and improvements in
management quality of Terrestrial Protected Areas




Biodiversity Convention: Reporting

CBD
1998 - First National Report
2001 - Second National Report
2006 - Third National Report
2009 - Fourth National Report

v 2014 - Fifth National Report

Submission to
CBD Secretariat
— in Montreal




Biodiversity Convention: Reporting

Content of 5t" National Report:

Biodiversity trends

Threats to biodiversity

Impacts of change on economy and society
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plans
Integration into sectoral development plans

S A

Progress towards targets

—> Monitoring necessary for reporting

Nationwide $ Reporting to $ Reporting to $ Reporting to
monitoring MARD MONRE Secretariat







Paris Agreement: Overview

UNFCCC

(1992) \

Kyoto Protocol
(1998)

Paris Agreement
(2015)

— Doha Amendment (2012)

12/12/2015
22/04/2016
05/10/2016
03/11/2016
04/11/2016
02/03/2016
01/04/2017

Adoption at COP 21 in Paris

Opening for Signature

Threshold for entry into force reached
Approval by Vietham

Entry into force

Effectiveness for Vietnam

Paris Agreement has 141 Parties




Paris Agreement: Objectives

Mitigation

Adaptation

Finance

Temperature goals
compared to pre-
industrial levels:

—Hold increase well
below 2°C

—Pursue efforts to
limit to 1.5°C

—Increase adaptation
ability
—Foster climate

resilience

—Promote low GHG
emission
development

Consistency of
financial flows with

—Pathway to low
GHG emissions

—Climate resilient
development

Forests

remove
GHG from
atmosphere

Forests
reduce
vulnerability




Paris Agreement: Components

Mitigation Adaptation Support Transparency
Nationally National Provision of Reporting
Determined | Adaptation Plan Finance - GHG Inventory
Contributions (NAP) - NDC Progress
(NDC) Cooperation
Communication -Technology
REDD+ of Adaptation Transfer
Activities -Capacity
Sustainable building
Development
Mechanism
(SDM)

- most important obligations for Vietnam




Paris Agreement: NDC

National Determined Contributions et St e o

of Viel Nam

- Country pledges for GHG emission reduction

Vietnam submitted its (I)NDC in September 2015

Unconditional 8%

Conditional 25% e
Coverage
1. Energy and transport
2. Agriculture
3. Land use, land use change and forestry (LULUCF)
4. Waste
5. Construction

- Next update 2018, updates every 5 years




Paris Agreement: NDC

Forest-related commitments
- Forest cover will increase to the level of 45%
- Forest sector has to contribute to GHG emission reduction

Implementation Plan for Paris Agreement (2016)

- Pre 2020: Pilot application
of mechanisms, policies
and market instruments

Protection of
-natural forests

-coastal forests

- Post 2020: Broad -coastal protection forests
implementation of

successful mechanismes,
policies and market
instruments

Plantation of
-coastal forests
-Large timber forests

Regeneration of natural forests

- Update every 5 years




Paris Agreement: Reporting

UNFCCC

2003 - Initial National Communication

2010 - Second National Communication

v | 2014 - Biennial Update Report

SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIET NAM.
PINISTRY [IF NATUIRAI RESOLRCES AR FRVIROGMENT

T e ATRAL SO A AN P
Socialist Republic
el vl MATIORALEOME THE INITIAL BIENNIAL UPDATED REPORT
THE LMITED NATIONS FRAMEWSRS L OF VIET NAM TO THE UNITED NATIONS
Viet N N CLIATE CHANRE FRAMEWORK CONVENTION

OHN CLIMATE CHANGE

Initial National Cq

Submission

Under the United Natic

i - UNFCCC Secretariat

HaNoi- 2003 |




Paris Agreement: Reporting

GHG Inventory

- What types of forests are in which areas?
- How much greenhouse gases do forests

remove?

NDC Progress

IPCC Guidelines
for National GHG
Inventories

- What is the forest coverage in Vietnam?

- Which activities have been implemented?

—> Biennial reports

Nationwide
monitoring

D

Reporting to
MARD

Reporting to
MONRE

E> Reporting to
Secretariat




Paris Agreement: Reporting

Northeast | Northwest | Red | North | South | Central | Southeast | South
River | Central | Central | Highlands Waest
Delta
Evergreen 647 242 0| 26895 0078 1,321 28 0
Broadleaf forest
- Extremely rich
forests
Evergreen 49,155 8819 1,415 | 173,565 | 148,299 50,626 5,661 319
Broadleaf forest
- Rich forests
Evergreen 201,022 120951 | 13273 | 451643 461,542 367,196 24,089 3917
Broadleaf
forest - Average
forests
GHG source and sink category Area
A. Forest land Total 13,388.08
Forest land Remaining Forest land 10,258.80

Land Converted to Forest Land

3,129.28




Paris Agreement: Reporting

GHG source and sink category Total CO_e Net CO, CH, N.O
A. Forest land -22,543.84 | -22,593.17 1.55 0.05
Forest Land Remaining Forest Land -22,543.84 -22,593.17 1.55 0.05
Land Converted to Forest Land IE IE IE IE

Milliontonnes of CO.e

10 <

-10
-15 7
20 7

-25

= Forestland

Settlements

Cropland

® Other land ® Total

= Grassland

= Wetlands




Paris Agreement: Adaptation

National Adaptation Plan (= Strategic adaptation planning)

- Assessing climate vulnerabilities and identifying adaptation
options at the sector, provincial, national and other levels

Adaptation Component NDC (=2 Adaptation communication)

- Submission of information about priorities, implementation,
support needs, plans and adaptation activities

Plan for Implementation of Paris Agreement (2016)

- Pre 2020: Plant and restore coastal forests to create dykes to
protect against sea level rise and upstream forests to control
erosion and reduce damage from floods and landslides

- Post 2020: Enhance quality of forests in exhaustion and coastal
forests, prevent forest loss and degradation, plant and restore
forests






Conclusion

- Multilateral Environmental Agreements give guidelines for
forest management that have to be followed

- Forest management needs to consider the functions
assigned to forests by Multilateral Environmental
Agreements

- Aspects of forest management need to be monitored in
order to ensure reporting to the MEA Secretariats

- With the Paris Agreement the importance of forests as
carbon sink and means to reduce vulnerability will increase
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